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The Arts Center is open to the public Tuesday through Friday, 10:00 am to 6:00 pm, Saturday, 10:00 
am to 4:00 pm. We are closed on Sunday and Monday. (Hours are subject to change.) Admission is 
free. We welcome group tours of our galleries and can provide docent-led tours upon request. We 
are handicap-accessible and follow CDC recommendations for safe operations.  

On-going — Fair Exchange Handmade 
Baskets & Artist Shelia Stroud — On display is an exhibit of small acrylic artwork by local artist Shelia 
Stroud. 
 

Now Showing — Mike Sagaser: “Flight School Installation” — 
Mike is a mixed media, ceramic, mosaic, and digital artist. This loaned installation features molded and 
painted planes suspending in formation and as an artist’s simulation of aerial maneuvers. 

“This piece originated as 
a challenge to create 100 
identical copies of the 
same object to form a 
stand-alone installation. 
Each jet is made from 
stoneware, hand pressed 
into a plaster cast, 
bisque-fired, then 
glaze-fired with an 
irregular black surface 
and a single golden “eye.” 
The boundary between 
human made machine 
and living thing is blurred 
by the skin-like texture of 
each jet’s glaze. 

“The jet-swarm dives in and out of the rafters 
like schooling fish effortlessly swimming over 
our heads immersed in the thin compressible 
fluid of the air, chasing an unseen goal and 
responding to unseen forces. From mechanism 
to body, we feel the flow of power and vulnerability 
and wonder at their destination and motivation.” 

April 25 through June 29, 2024 — Neuse Quilters — This exhibition will feature many handmade 
creations including bed quilts, table runners, pincushions, baby and lap quilts, and much more. Some of the 
items exhibited will be for sale, with proceeds supporting this organization and some of its community 
projects. Demonstrations, classes and workshops will be presented at various times during this exhibition. 
Stay tuned for updates on these additional events. The first demonstration will be during the Reception on 
Thursday, April 25, from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. The reception is free and open to the public. During the 
reception, members of the Neuse Quilter’s Guild will demonstrate a “bed quilt turning” and members will be 
available to provide information on the group and individual quilted projects. The Guild is asking for ideas of 
interest from the public for their planning purposes. Please forward any ideas to Sandy Landis at 
slandis@kinstoncca.com or (252) 527-2517. 
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Traditional Arts Programs for 
Students Instrument Ensemble 
meets the last Wednesday of 
each month at 4:00pm. The 
director of this program is 
Benjamin Miller. This program is 
an after-school enrichment 
program in jazz and musical 
instruments. 

TAPS Choral Group meets every Wednesday, 
from 4:30pm to 6:00pm, with Director Marcus 
Jones. The group performs several times 
throughout the year. 

Both the TAPS Instrument Ensemble and the 
TAPS Choral Group will meet throughout the 
summer on Wednesdays. 

There are pilot programs in chorus at Banks 
Elementary School under the direction of Will 
Sawyer and Instrumental at Rochelle Middle 
School directed by Benjamin Miller, with 
additional enrichment pilot programs in both 
instrumental and choral to be added in the near 
future. 

The TAPS programs are grant-supported from 
the North Carolina Arts Council, a State agency, 
and a wonderful way to introduce your child to 
music, both through instruments and voice. If you 
are interested in your child being part of one of 
these TAPS programs, please contact Sandy —  
slandis@kinstoncca.com or (252) 527-2517. 

Keys for Kids is a charitable 
initiative established by 
North Carolina native and 
musician Ben Folds in 
partnership with the North 
Carolina Arts Council and 
the North Carolina Arts 
Foundation. Its purpose is 
to provide young 
people in North Carolina, 
who express an interest in 
learning to play piano but 

have limited opportunity, the access to appropriate lessons and 
instruments at little to no cost. Working in conjunction with the 
Arts Foundation and Arts Council, Keys for Kids has created a 
statewide network of seven nonprofit partners that are 
providing free or affordable access to piano and keyboard 
lessons for school-age youth throughout North Carolina. As 
resources are available, partners are receiving funding, 
keyboards, and access to branding materials for support for 
their efforts. 

This is a grant-supported program. There is an ongoing 
recruitment for students. New to Keys to Kids is a concurrent 
program that will be offered as a pilot for students of Banks 
Elementary School. Keys for Kids will continue through the 
summer. A few slots are available; ACT NOW! Call the Arts 
Center today to reserve your spot! Contact Sandy for more 
information, slandis@kinstoncca.com or (252) 527-2517. 

 

Pictured from left: Will Sawyer, Music Teacher and TAPS 
Choral Group pilot program leader at Banks Elementary 
School and Keys for Kids Instructor; Sandy Landis, 
Executive Director Community Council for the Arts; Wayne 
Martin, Executive Director North Carolina Arts Council 
Foundation; Mike Kinzie, musician and Keys for Kids 
instructor  

Pictured from left: Wayne Martin, Executive Director 
North Carolina Arts Council Foundation; Conley Howard, 
who played two solos for Wayne Martin’s visit to CCA 
April 10; Will Sawyer, Music Teacher and TAPS Choral 
Group pilot program leader at Banks Elementary School 
and Keys for Kids Instructor 
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— Kinston has been added to the list of towns featured on the 
North Carolina Musician Murals Trail. The trail begins in Chapel Hill, where 
Scott Nurkin, owner of The Mural Shop, began creating this project as a 
homage to the renowned musicians from around the State. As part of this 
project, large-scale murals are being created in the hometowns of the 
musicians. A partnership with the North Carolina Department of Natural and 
Cultural Resources helps visitors access information about the featured artists 
on the murals trail. Plaques mounted on Nurkin’s works include QR codes for 
visitors to scan the codes to connect to the DNCR website. Visit 
musicmuralsproject.com for more information and for a map of mural locations 
visit dncr.nc.gov/explore/north-carolina-trails-guide/nc-musician-murals-trail. 

“MACEO PARKER” by Scott Nurkin 
The above mural is located on Gordon 
Street on a wall bordering the City 
parking lot and adjacent to the entrances 
for Jay’s 108, The Exchange, and 
Tundratown Boutique Ice Cream Parlour 

— Photographs from Illusions 15th Anniversary Show & Celebrating Clevette 
"Chyna" Roberts on March 30, 2024. 

Photographs of 
Mural Artist  

Scott Nurkin by 
Charles Harris 

musicmuralsproject.com
http://www.dncr.nc.gov/explore/north-carolina-trails-guide/nc-musician-murals-trail
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This year has already proven to be one of many changes and challenges. In last month’s 
Kaleidoscope I announced my retirement after 26+ years as your Executive Director. The 
announced date is August 31, after which I will continue as a consultant to the Board of 
Directors to complete special projects and initiatives while also orienting the new director. It is 
hoped that this plan will provide a smooth transition for the organization. 

Sadly, additional changes in our staffing will occur much sooner than my retirement with the 
recent resignations of both full-time employees -- Syrina Wimberly, Assistant Director, whose 
last day was March 22, and Abbye Reynolds, Children’s Program Coordinator, who will be 
leaving in mid April. Syrina completed two full years of employment, first as our Events & 
Development Director and this past year as the Assistant Director. She brought new energy to 
many of our existing programs and was extremely engaged in developing our social media 
presence which has grown exponentially under her care. Early in the Fall of 2023, we proudly 
launched a new website designed by Syrina. It has proven to be very user friendly and has 
increased participation in programs, classes, events, concerts, fundraisers, etc. while 
solidifying our web presence. Her culinary skills were definitely put to use with her menus, 
food preparation and oversight of kitchens for events large and small, on and off our campus. 
She wrote curriculums for the summer camps and many other programs, taught classes, 
organized programs, developed numerous projects, and participated in all events. This past 
year she was on an administrative track, learning the aspects of oversight of the organization 
on a day-to-day basis. 

Abbye Reynolds has been with the organization for approximately three years, starting as a 
desk volunteer, then a part-time employee, and early last summer becoming full-time as the 
Children’s Programs Coordinator. Her bright smile and energetic personality have made her 
the “pied piper” with children. She has brought her unique talents to all that she touches with 
the development of our year-round children’s program and last year, coordinating our summer 
camps. Whether teaching “Mommy and Me” Yoga, painting, pottery, or many other visual art 
genres to the young children of Lenoir County, her charges are excited about their projects 
while learning and developing critical thinking skills. She has masterful skills in relating to both 
children and parents. Like Syrina and the rest of the staff, Abbye is present at all events. 

Both ladies have made significant contributions to the life of the Arts Council and have helped 
bring us back from the difficult days of closure due to the pandemic. Because of them, along 
with the other Arts Center staff and our many community partners, the arts are alive in Lenoir 
County and continue to be an integral part of the life of the community. We are thankful for the 
many hours and days they have given us, albeit too few, and wish them the best in their future 
professional endeavors. 

In closing, I am respectfully asking for your support in helping me, the Board of Directors, and 
the remaining staff in completing the myriad of tasks of which Syrina and Abbye were 
assigned, while at the same time carrying on the many other daily operational activities in 
addition to our on-going events, fundraisers, membership drive, exhibits, programs, and 
projects of the Center. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

In friendship, 
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Classes listed are those offered by the Arts 
Center. Pre-registration is strongly encour-
aged. Many of our instructors have decid-
ed to focus on their studio work so as to 
decrease contact with others. 
 

Register online for classes 
communitycouncilfortheartskinston.com or 
call the Arts Center for more 
information (252) 527-2517. 
 

SUMMER CAMPS are filling up quickly! 
Register Today and see the enclosed 
camp flyer for camp offerings. 

This program is supported by the 
Community Council for the Arts 
through the Grassroots Grant 

Program of the NC Arts Council, 
a State Agency. 

K a l e i d o s c o p e  

Carolina Sounds, an 
a cappella group from the 
University of Mount Olive, held 
a concert for select 
elementary, middle, and high 
school students in March. This 
was arranged by Sandy 
Landis with Frances Herring 
and the central office.  

The John Brown cARTwheels Program at Northwest 
Elementary School March 18. This is a grant-supported 
program of the North Carolina Arts Council. 

— Speaking of CAROLINA SOUNDS, instructors and members 
of this group will be leading one of our summer camps. Register TODAY! 

communitycouncilfortheartskinston.com


communitycouncilfortheartskinston.com 

facebook.com/kinstonarts 

communitycouncilforthearts 

Sandy Landis 
Executive Director 

slandis@kinstoncca.com 

Martha Bishop 
Bookkeeper 

opsmanager@kinstoncca.com 

Sonya Clark 
Administrative Assistant 

assistant@kinstoncca.com 
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Margaret Heifferon 
Kaleidoscope/ Website Editor 
marketing@kinstoncca.com 

the Artist Studios 
of Tracey Penrod 

and 
Karin Thompson 
and her mother, 
Ingrid Quick, at 
the Arts Center 

Jamil Burton 
Rental Assistant 

Left: “TWIN FLAME” mural 
by smart Kinston City 
Project artist Jamil Burton. 
The mural is located on the 
back of the Mother Earth 
Spirits building on Mitchell 
Street and bordering the 
parking lot for Pearson Park 
and the Riverwalk. Funding 
for this mural was through 
the Grassroots Grant 
Program of the NC Arts 
Council and the Community 
Council for the Arts. 

http://www.kinstoncca.com
http://www.facebook.com/kinstonarts
https://www.instagram.com/communitycouncilforthearts/
mailto:slandis@kinstoncca.com
mailto:eventsdirector@kinstoncca.com
mailto:assistant@kinstoncca.com
mailto:marketing@kinstoncca.com
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Hours are Subject to Change 

Hours of Operation: 
Tuesday - Friday: 10:00am - 6:00pm 
Saturday: 10:00am - 4:00pm 
Closed Sunday & Monday 
 

 

The Arts Center is open to the public and admission 
is free and will be in compliance with CDC 

recommendations for safe operations. 

The Community Council for the Arts is the regional center 
unifying community ties through exposure to the arts and 

providing rich cultural experiences while promoting  
tourism, economic development, and educational 

opportunities for all. 

This letter is printed in part with support from the 
North Carolina Arts Council, a State Agency. 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

400 N. Queen Street 
Kinston, NC 28501 
(252) 527-2517 
news@kinstoncca.com 

Davis Wholesale Tire Co. 
1601 West New Bern Road 

Kinston, NC 28504 
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